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Australia selects Camcopter for naval VTOL UAV requirement

The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) has selected the Schiebel S-100 Camcopter rotary-winged unmanned aerial 
vehicle (UAV) to fulfi l its interim vertical take-off and landing (VTOL) unmanned aircraft system (UAS) requirement. 

The RAN has awarded Schiebel a contract to provide an undisclosed number of Camcopter systems plus three-
years support, the company announced on 6 February, adding that the deal had actually been signed in December 
2016. 

Selection of the Camcopter comes a year after the RAN issued a request for tender (RfT) for its Maritime Tactical 
Unmanned Aircraft System - Interim Capability (MTUASD - IC) requirement. Under this directive, the navy said it 
was looking for a platform to perform shipborne intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR), taking in 400 
nautical square miles per hour for four hours at a range of 60 n miles from the parent ship. The platform should be 
able to do this while concurrently carrying two payload types; such as electronic support measures and radar, or an 
electro-optical/infrared (EO/IR) sensor and radar. 

Besides Schiebel and its Camcopter, the RAN requirement is understood to have drawn interest from Saab with its 
Skeldar, and from Northrop Grumman with the MQ-8C Fire Scout. 

With a maximum take-off weight of 200 kg and a typical payload of 50 kg, the Camcopter has an endurance of up 
to six hours and a range of 180 km. 

COMMENT 

Schiebel has previously demonstrated the maritime capabilities of its S-100 Camcopter VTOL UAV during trials for 
the Netherlands in early 2014. 

These trials included a fi re on board a ship loaded with dangerous substances, resulting in the crew abandoning 
the vessel. According to Schiebel, the Camcopter was equipped with an L3 Wescam MX-10 electro-optic/infrared 
(EO/IR) sensor turret that was used to locate the missing crew ahead of a rescue mission. A second scenario saw 
the Camcopter used in a counter-narcotics role, using its EO/IR turret to locate, identify, and track a suspected 
smuggling vessel. 

These trials were part of a wider series of demonstrations of the Camcopter in a maritime environment. In July 2013 
the UAV was trialled with the Airbus Defence and Space DeckFinder local positioning system (LCS), which enables 
it to be launched and recovered from the decks of small ships in GPS-denied environments; and in December 2011 
Schiebel completed a series of sea trials of the Camcopter with the French Navy. 
 


