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Equinor completes logistics operation with a drone

A drone flew a 3D-printed part for the lifeboat system from the Mongstad base to the Troll A platform in the North 
Sea. The operation was completed efficiently and according to plan.

The flight spanning around 80 kilometres to the Troll field took about one hour, at an altitude of approx. 5000 feet. 
The flight was a test, the world’s first of its kind, where an actual freight operation was conducted over a lengthy dis-
tance to an operating offshore installation. The drone was a Camcopter S-100 model, manufactured by Schiebel.

This type of drone has been thoroughly tested and has logged around 70,000 flying hours from other types of oper-
ations within the defence and coast guard services. The drone is more than four metres long and weighs in excess 
of 100 kilograms. It has a cruising speed of more than 150 km/h and it can carry cargo weighing up to 50 kg.

The operator of the drone is the Sandnes-based company Nordic Unmanned, a leader in drone services in Eu-
rope. Equinor and the drone operator have enjoyed good cooperation with the Civil Aviation Authority, Avinor Air 
Navigation Services and the Norwegian Communications Authority in completing this ground-breaking transport 
operation.

“Development is rapid, and we see a huge potential within drone technology that could transform the way we 
operate, both under and above the sea surface. Equinor aims to lead the way in utilising new technology on the 
Norwegian continental shelf,” says Arne Sigve Nylund, Equinor’s executive vice president for Development and 
Production Norway.

“Drones could reinforce safety, boost production efficiency and contribute to lower CO2 emissions from Norwegian 
oil and gas. Drones will also play a role as we shape new energy solutions on the Norwegian shelf,” Nylund con-
tinues.




