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IN CONVERSATION

“THE RANGE AND ENDURANGE OF THE CAMCOPTER®
5100 PROVIDES A DEDICATED EYE IN THE SKY' FOR
MEETING THE NEEDS OF INDIAN ARMED FORCES

he Schiebel Group, based in Vienna focuses
on the development and production of:
high-tech VTOL Unmanned Air Systems.
Schiebel’s CAMCOPTER S-100 is a market
leader in its class.
In an exclusive interview with Ajit Kumar Thakur
- Editor, Raksha Anirveda, Neil Hunter, Global
Head of Business Development at Schiebel spoke
at length about the company’s global footprint and
its futuristic “Make in India” plan of expansion in
India. An excerpt:

N| Schiebel CAMCOPTER® S-100 has custom:
ers across the continents. Tell us about th
story behind the evolution and development ¢
CAMCOPTER® 5-100 platform.
Schiebel was founded in 1951 in Vienna
Austria, and we have come a long way sinc
then. The now globally operating Schiebel Group fo
cuses on the development, design and production 0
the CAMCOPTER® S-100 Unmanned Air Syste
(UAS). We have built an international reputation fo
producing high-tech military, commercial and hu
manitarian products over the years.
We have customers on five of the world’s conti
nents; a mixture of military, governmental, NGO an
commercial customers. Notably, over the last 3 year:
Schiebel has won multiple contracts with the Europ
an Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA). In the executio
of these contracts the S-100 provides simultaneou
maritime surveillance services to several EU Membe
States and its coast guards, e.g. in Spain, Finland, Ro
mania and Estonia.
In July 2021, the Royal Australian Navy (RAN
awarded Schiebel with a 3-year extension contra
for the sustainment of its CAMCOPTER® S-100. Th
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extension allows the RAN to con-
tinue to experiment and develop

knowledge of the employment of

UAS in the maritime domain, us-
ing the S-100. :

Other current clients includ
the UK Coast Guard, Royal Thai
Navy, French Navy and the In-
donesian Navy. Building on its
vast experience, Schiebel also
demonstrated the S-100 to the
Hellenic Navy and the US Navy
this summer.

0 To remain ahead in com-
petition, UAV technology
demands continuous R&D, in-
vestment and testing. What
proportion of its revenue earn-
ings Schiebel reinvests for fu-
ture development of S-100?
NH Schiebel invests 20 per
cent of its annual reve-
nue into Research and Develop-
ment. The CAMCOPTER® S-100 is
continuously being developed us-
ing state-of-the-art materials and
technology. As part of the invest-
ment, the company acquired a ti-
tanium 3D printer back in 2020
to enable valuable weight savings

and design freedom. The needs of
~ which use catapult launch sys-
~ tems, is that the S-100 can oper-

Our customers are our number
Ohe priority. Their experiences
and their feedback are the basis

¢ of our development process.

0 What features, role play
and functions of the

CAMCOPTER $-100 differenti-
~ ates it from others? Please

elaborate.

m The UAS has gained ex-
tensive experience

- around the world over the last

15 years and has amassed sev-
eral hundred thousand flight
hours, with thousands of mari-
time flight hours under its belt. It

- is being operated by 14 navies

worldwide.

The S-100 is a multi-role,
multi-domain UAS, which caters
to the specialised needs of navies,
armies and air forces alike. The

- payload-agnostic unmanned air-

craft allows customers to add a

~ robust and value for money “eye

in the sky” to their existing capa-
bilities, allowing for the provision

of Intelligence, Surveillance and

Intelligence (ISR), search and res-

~ cue, environmental protection,
- vessel detection and cargo deliv-

ery - just to name a few.
The major differentiator com-
pared to fixed wing systems,

ate from any ship with a small

!

helicopter landing deck or suit-
able space, even in challenging
weather. Catapult launch sys-
tems are very cumbersome for
usage at sea, whereas VTOL UAS
are ideally suited due to their
small footprint.

\'5 Schiebel is developing a
larger and heavier rota-
ry-wing UAV S-300 in its Cam-
copter range. How is the
$-300 development work pro-
gressing and when do you ex-
pect it to come into service?
We have been working
on the development of
the S-100’s bigger brother, the
S-300. Figures are yet to be com-
pletely finalised, but we estimate
itwill come up at 600-750 kg Max-
imum Take-Off Weight, which will
give a maximum payload capacity
of around 250 kg. Maximum en-
durance should reach about 20
hours with a light payload. There
are still some technical mile-
stones, which need to be over-
come, before being able to an-
nounce when exactly the S-300
will  become  available to
the market.
0 Recently, conducted the
world’s first unmanned
cargo delivery to an active oil

NOTABLY,

OVER THE
LAST 3 YEARS,
SCHIEBEL HAS
WON MULTIPLE
CONTRACTS
WITH THE
EUROPEAN
MARITIME
SAFETY AGENCY
(EMSA). IN THE
EXECUTION

OF THESE
CONTRACTS THE
S-100 PROVIDES
SIMULTANEQUS
MARITIME
SURVEILLANCE
SERVICES

TO SEVERAL

EU MEMBER
STATESAND ITS
COAST GUARDS,
E.G. IN SPAIN,
FINLAND,
ROMANIA AND
ESTONIA



