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Schiebe/'5 S-lOOond S-300Comcopters. (Photo: Schiebel) 

The rotary-wing UAS maker - famed for its S-100 Camcopter - is making 

strides with the development of its 5-300, a larger aircraft that will offer 

expanded payload options and more persistence. 
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Speaking to Shephard at Paris Air Show, Schiebel business development director Neil 

Hunter said a ground-based test rig of the aircraft, also known as an 'Iron Bird', would 
be 'flown' either by the end of this year or early next. 
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This would pave the way for the first actual flight of the S-300 in 2024. 

The Camcopter S-300 is a larger variant of the S-100 manufactured by Schiebel. The 

VTOL-capable UAV is intended for !SR missions, partially those in the maritime 
environment. 
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According to Schiebel, the 5-300 features a high level of commonality with the 5-100, 

allowing users familiar with that system to transition without additional operator 
training. 

Schiebel is aiming for the 5-300 to have an MTOW of around 600kg, half of which would 
be payload capacity. 

At full load, the rotary drone maker believes the system could fly for as long as five to 
six hours. This endurance would only increase if less weight is carried. 

Hunter said with a 50kg payload, the drone could fly for as long as 20 hours. 

In a boon for commonality, the same ruggedised GCS laptops that control the S-100 

can be used to pilot the 5-300. 

To maximise the capabilities of the aircraft, Schiebel is working on the integration of 

SATCOM to allow for beyond line-of-sight flight. 

At Paris Air Show, the company held a handover ceremony for the aircraft's rotor head. 

While the S-100 is highly capable, the S-300 would allow for carrying a much more 

powerful maritime search radar- something that could be of interest to many naval 

customers. 
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